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November 28, 2022 
 

 
STAKEHOLDER OPPORTUNITY 

GREEN ACRES POST-FUNDING COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
 
Dear Local Government Partner: 
 
The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) recently reorganized and 
created the Office of Transactions and Public Land Administration (OTPLA) to oversee certain 
functions related to NJDEP contracting and the legal administration of both NJDEP owned 
property and publicly owned preserved lands.  More information about the structure and mission 
of the new office can be found on our web site at www.dep.nj.gov/otpla. 
 
As a result of the reorganization, the former Bureau of Legal Services and Stewardship in the 
Green Acres Program is now the Public Compliance Section in OTPLA.  Functionally, this section 
is still responsible for monitoring and maintaining the post-funding compliance requirements of 
the Green Acres statutes and bond acts.  The new section is part of the Commissioner’s office and 
reports through the Deputy Commissioner.   
 
The administrative rules governing the maintenance of Green Acres encumbered parkland and 
other post-funding responsibilities, including the diversion and disposal application processes, are 
currently located in Subchapters 25 and 26 of the Green Acres Program rules, N.J.A.C. 7:36.  These 
rules are set to expire in December 2025.  However, since we have not made substantial changes 
to the rules since 2005, we plan to update the rules before they expire.  As part of this update, we 
will be moving these two subchapters (25 and 26) into a new chapter specific to OTPLA.   
 
We have attached a list of “hot topics” that we anticipate addressing when we start the process of 
drafting rule amendments to Subchapters 25 and 26 along with potential new rules relating to post-
funding compliance issues.  As a past or potential Green Acres funding recipient, we value your 
input on these topics, as well as any others you think we should address in future rulemaking.  To 
facilitate this input, we will be conducting two stakeholder meetings with municipal and county 
representatives on Tuesday, December 13, 2022 from 2 PM to 5 PM, and Thursday, December 15, 
2022 from 9 AM to noon. 
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The stakeholder meetings will be held on the Microsoft Teams platform and are open to you and 
any staff you want to include.  Although pre-registration is not required, as a courtesy, if you plan 
to attend, we would appreciate if you would send your RSVP to otpla@dep.nj.gov at least two 
days before each meeting. If you are unable to attend, you may send written comments to that 
address.   Please include the word “Rulemaking” in the subject line of your email.  
 
These meetings are two in a series of stakeholder meetings that we will be holding in the next 
several months.  We met with our nonprofit partners in November 2022 and will be scheduling 
additional sessions, open to the public, in January 2023.  Please check our website for notice of 
future stakeholder meetings, or email us at otpla@dep.nj.gov if you would like to be notified of 
future stakeholder meetings. 
 
Please note that this stakeholder process relates only to Subchapters 25 and 26; a future rulemaking 
will be initiated by the Green Acres Program relative to the remainder of the Green Acres Program 
rules at N.J.A.C. 7:36. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our open space preservation efforts.  We look forward to 
speaking with you. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert S. Guzek 
 
Robert S. Guzek, Director 
Office of Transactions and Public Land Administration 
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