
 

Introduction  

Mycoplasmosis is caused by bacteria in the 
genus Mycoplasma which includes many 
different species, all of which are infectious 
in wild and domestic populations of animals. 
M. gallisepticum is the most significant in 
wild species. It affects poultry, but also wild 
turkey and songbirds, specifically finches. It 
is referred to as mycoplasmal conjunctivitis, 
finch conjunctivitis, and infectious sinusitis. 
Other Mycoplasma species include M. 
gallopavonis, M. meleagrisis, M. mycoides, 
M. synoviae, and M. iowae. 

Species Affected  

Species affected by mycoplasmosis include 
galliform birds, especially wild turkey 
(Meleagris gallopavo), ring-necked 
pheasant (Phasianus colchicus), and chukar 
partridges (Alectrois chukar). Others include 
passerines such as American goldfinches 
(Spinus tristis), purple finches (Haemorhous 
purpureus), lesser goldfinches (Spinus 
psaltria), pine grosbeaks (Pinicola 
enucleator), and evening grosbeaks 
(Coccothraustes vespertinus). 

Clinical Signs 

In house finches and other passerine birds, 
the expected signs are swelling around the 
eyes, crusted eyelids, and ocular or nasal  
 
 

 
 
discharge. In turkeys, signs more typically 
consist of large swelling in the sinuses 
surrounding the eyes.  
 

Transmission 

Transmission of M. gallisepticum occurs 

through direct contact with the ocular 

discharge of infected birds. Transmission 

can also occur through aerosolized M. 

gallisepticum over short distances and 

between parents and their offspring. Large 

congregations of birds facilitate the spread 

of this disease, such as around backyard 

birdfeeders. It is recommended that 

residents regularly clean their feeders to 

minimize the impacts this bacterium can 

have on the population. 

Diagnosis  

Diagnosing conjunctivitis can be 

accomplished by clinical signs alone, 

especially for commonly affected species. 

Confirmation is via PCR testing for 

mycoplasmal DNA. 

Epidemiology 

The first reports of mycoplasmosis came 

from the mid-Atlantic region in the 1990’s. It 

has been reported in eastern states across 

the entire range of house finches, which 

were introduced in 1940. Cases have also 
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been confirmed internationally in the United 

Kingdom and Canada. 
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https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/house-finch-eye-disease-outbreak-then-understanding/
https://www.shootinguk.co.uk/answers/mycoplasma-in-pheasants-6677
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/warn-njdep/id1133675885?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nicusa.NJI.WARNNJDEP&pcampaignid=pcampaignidMKT-Other-global-all-co-prtnr-py-PartBadge-Mar2515-1

