
   

 

 
September 23, 2022 

Via E-mail 
 
David Pepe, P.G. 
Director, Office of Permitting & Project Navigation 
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
401 E. State St. 
P.O. Box 402 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0402 
david.pepe@dep.nj.gov  
 
Cc: Shawn M. LaTourette, Commissioner, DEP 

Sean Moriarty, Deputy Commissioner for Legal, Regulatory and Legislative Affairs, DEP 
  
 
Re: Newark Energy Center AO-25 Comment Period Extension Request 
 
Dear Mr. Pepe, 
 
 On behalf of the Ironbound Community Corporation (“ICC”), Earthjustice writes to 
request that DEP extend the written comment period of the Newark Energy Center gas plant 
(“NEC”) under DEP Administrative Order No. 2021-25 (“AO-25”) by an additional 30 days, 
through December 21, 2022.  
 
 On or about September 21, 2022, DEP posted on its website NEC’s public notice that 
indicated that NEC would hold an AO-25 public hearing on its Title V air permit renewal on 
November 9, and would accept public comments under AO-25 for a sixty-day period ending on 
November 21, 2022.1 
 
 Pursuant to AO-25,2 ICC requests that the written comment deadline be extended by 30 
days to December 21, 2022. This is necessary for ICC and other Ironbound community members 
to fully review NEC’s permit record and provide information about the existing conditions in 

 
1 https://nj.gov/dep/ej/docs/nec-notice.pdf.  
2 See AO-25 ¶ 1 (“Where facilities seek permits in overburdened communities, to the extent consistent 
with applicable law, all public comment periods shall be no less than sixty (60) days, irrespective of 
minimum timeframes as may be established under applicable regulations, and shall be extended by an 
additional thirty (30) days upon the written request of member(s) of the overburdened community 
indicating that an extension is necessary to provide the information requested under Paragraph 2(b).”). 
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the community and the impacts of NEC – the largest power plant in Essex County. More time is 
needed especially in light of various other commitments in the week and a half before the 
current November 21, 2022 deadline related to other polluting facilities in the same Ironbound 
neighborhood. These commitments include not only NEC’s own November 9, 2022 public 
hearing, but also the November 16, 2022 AO-25 public hearing for the Covanta Essex incinerator 
– one of the worst polluters in the county – and the November 17, 2022, Newark Zoning Board 
hearing on the proposed Aries sewage sludge incinerator – which would be located less than a 
mile away from NEC along Doremus Avenue. 
 
 Accordingly, ICC requests an extension of the NEC AO-25 written comment deadline to 
December 21, 2022. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Jonathan Smith 
Jonathan J. Smith 
Earthjustice 
48 Wall Street, 19th Floor 
New York, NY 10005 
jjsmith@earthjustice.org  
 
On behalf of the Ironbound Community Corporation 
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