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Cumberland County Environmental Justice Community Engagement Session  
 
Where: The Alms Center, Bridgeton, Cumberland County 
When: Thursday, September 15th @6:00pm-7:30pm 
Approximately 20-25 participants in-person and 40 participants online via Zoom livestream  
In-person and virtual Spanish interpretation provided 
 

Summary: NJDEP Deputy Commissioner Sean Moriarty, Office of Environmental Justice (OEJ) Director 
Kandyce Perry and EPA Region 2 Senior Advisor for Equity and Chief of Staff (COS) Olivia Glenn led a 
community engagement session with residents of Cumberland County with collaboration from EJAC 
member and Native American Advancement Corporation President Tyrese Jacinto to discuss 
environmental justice in Cumberland County. 
 
Question and Answer with Community: 

1. A Millville resident talked about warehouse development in the Maurice River watershed. He 
kayaks in the river and already sees runoff affecting that area and Bayshore even more so 
because there is agricultural runoff there. What will the state do because Millville is next to 
exempted game areas and state-owned land. It does not make sense to build warehouses in the 
middle of state-owned game land with concerns like migratory birds in the area. Cumberland 
has also had many things imposed such as prisons. The one thing they have is a pristine 
environment and that one thing should not be taken away from them with unmitigated 
development along waterways. This is less of a problem in Bridgeton because the Cohansey 
(also knowns as “Cohanzick”) River is different from the Maurice River. 

 
Deputy Commissioner Moriarty: Admittedly, statewide warehouse sprawl is a challenge for 
regulators. The law only gives us limited jurisdiction. For development along rivers, we may have 
some jurisdiction due to issues such as flooding and wetlands and we exercise that as best as we 
can to protect those water bodies from things like runoff. We have watershed plans for the 
Cohansey and Maurice River to protect all uses of the rivers including recreation and fishing. 
Warehouses are more challenging because they are outside our jurisdiction. Recently we have 
been updating our stormwater rules. Storms are worse than they used to be, happen more 
frequently, are more intense and generating higher amount of rain, 5-20% more than what the 
standards were set to. For local municipalities enforcing stormwater rules, they will be forcing 
developers to account for that rainwater runoff. Additionally, the State Planning Commission 
has taken up this issue and released guidance for warehouse siting with suggestions and 
guidance. If you have concerns about a particular warehouse development, contact the DEP so 
we can determine if we have jurisdiction. It is important to be involved at the local level where 
those decisions are often first made. 
 
OEJ Director Perry: My team can make sure that we are sharing that warehouse guidance with 
all the participants including those online. I encourage you to raise that with your local officials 
who may not know about the guidance. The New Jersey Office of Planning Advocacy just posted 

https://nj.gov/state/planning/state-planning-commission.shtml
https://nj.gov/state/planning/assets/pdf/warehouse-guidance.pdf
https://nj.gov/state/planning/index.shtml
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the guidelines a week or two ago. 
 

2. Chief Mark “Quiet Hawk” Gould: My whole family has been here since the beginning. I fished the 
Cohansey for 75 of my 80 years. I noticed you can no longer go fishing on the Cohansey. Why not? 
That’s where I want to be, where I find my peace. Last access we had was by the golf course. They 
have closed it off so that they can have walking paths. If you are only having recreation for the 
rich – golf course, walking path – that’s fine. The people I associate with, we would rather feed 
our families naturally but now we have no access. I need somebody to take the side of the poor 
people who enjoy fishing and also feeding their families. I do not know who to go to. The time I 
went through the bulkhead one of the ladies took the people from the DEP and they blocked my 
truck in. We should not have to go through this kind of turmoil. I do not know if I am talking to 
the right ears. They put a boat ramp in another area. That does not help us. I can tell you every 
bend of the river and what spots are good for fishing. What happened to our rights? 
 
Deputy Commissioner Moriarty: You are talking to the right people. The Division of Fish & Wildlife 
is part of the DEP and we recognize there are some concerns about how we administered access 
there. To the broader point, we can do some work together to get you more meaningful access 
to the river to use it in the way you have historically. We can have some conversations internally. 
We will look into it and get you an answer. We will work to restore that access or explore other 
avenues to help you gain access to areas of the river you have historically enjoyed. 

 
3. Council member Rosemary DeQuinzio: I totally agree with your comment that economic 

development and environmental protection go hand in hand. Bridgeton is only six square miles 
and we have had a lot of manufacturing over the course of the city. I am hoping you are here to 
help us with any identified brownfields or lots that cannot be developed that hopefully with your 
help we will be able to develop for recreational or other purposes. 
 
Deputy Commissioner Moriarty: Yes, I am hoping we can do this together as well. The DEP 
Commissioner has made very clear that we have a lot of spending power that we can get to people 
to do meaningful things. The cleanup and redevelopment of brownfields is something we are 
extremely committed to. Having taken a tour of sites in Bridgeton today we can see lots of 
opportunities for that type of work here and want to work with you to get some of that funding 
into your hands and empower your leadership to make some of those things happen. 

 
4. Mayor Albert Kelly clarified that the previous speaker was Rosemary DeQuinzio, a city council 

member. He also recognized another city council member Marian King for being present. He 
thanked the panel for coming. He reiterated his request for help in repurposing 13 acres that used 
to be a landfill in the middle of their residential area. He referenced two landfills in Bridgeton – 
one on the corner of Pamphylia and Southeast Avenues and another that is closer to the 
residential area that residents call the old tin camp property. The property was in use until the 
1960s and 1970s when it started sinking and it has been vacant since then. I would like to turn 
that into a park since we have placed 65 brand new houses in that area and want to add another 
100 houses and we need some sort of recreational area in the vicinity. I thank you for asking me 

https://www.nj.gov/state/press-2022-0614.shtml
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to send you a list and we can get started on that. There is no recreation on the South side but we 
need something on that side of town. We need funding for a remediation study for that property.  

 
Deputy Commissioner Moriarty: See combined answer to comment #4 and #5 below. 

 
5. Council member Marion King inquired about a light dredging of the Cohansey River so it can be 

used for recreation and boating. We have a waterway that other cities would love to have. It is 
somewhat unusable and sort of an eyesore. Money always helps. This proposal does not 
incorporate the Army Corps of Engineers doing a study, but we have to start somewhere. The old 
tin camp property is a historical black property that is a sacred ground for recreation for the South 
side where unity days and field events used to happen. The residents have been waiting for a long 
time – 20 to 30 years. We skipped a few generations who could have had a park in their 
neighborhood. If you could prioritize that it would make me happy. 

 

Deputy Commissioner Moriarty: Towns that want to build parks and recreational facilities are 
towns we want to work with. We will help and try to get you some funding to do an assessment 
of the landfill. We have had significant success with that type of project across the state.  

 
As for the dredging, statewide dredging is typically done by the DOT now. However, our programs 
have some interface, and we can get you some information about that to help determine if it is 
feasible.  

 
 Councilwoman Marion: It was discussed in 1990. 

 
6. John Barry from the Native American Advancement Corporation (NAAC): There is economic 

development, infrastructure, and a laundry list of things that need to be done as the mayor and 
council woman said. The Master Plan from 30 years ago is available. One of the key aspects we 
need to look at that needs funding is education. We are developing an AmeriCorps program 
focused on environmental stewardship, but we are only focusing on one current of a massive silo. 
We need to look into integrating into FFA, into high school curriculums. I was talking to a young 
person on the way here and he said it is hard for their generation to find meaningful work. They 
do not just want to go to work, they want meaningful work, in social enterprise. Community 
development is economic development. 

 
Deputy Commissioner Moriarty: Part of what we do at DEP is to coordinate environmental justice 
efforts across the state. Even where DEP does not work directly, we may be able to connect you 
to agencies such as the Economic Development Agency (EDA) or the Department of Education 
(DOE) that may be able to meet those needs. 
 
OEJ Director Perry: NJ is the first state to now require climate change as part of school curriculum. 
The DEP has an environmental education office. If there are any needs in creating programs or 
helping teachers understand the climate change curriculum, we can connect you to DEP’s 
environmental education program. Also, we just executed a youth inclusion program that was all 
about getting youth ages 15-20 into the DEP to see, learn and understand opportunities for 
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environmental careers. There may be an opportunity in the future as we expand that program to 
tap into Bridgeton youth to see if they are interested in coming to DEP to learn about what we do 
and that may be a spring point for that young person to have a career in environmentalism in the 
future. 
 

7. EPA Region 2 Sr. Advisor for Equity / COS Glenn: In response to the last four speakers, I want to 
share some resources.  
 
US EPA has some brownfields grant funding. In terms of partnering with communities and the 
state to address brownfields we saw today, we have some staff from EPA in the room who can 
debrief about that and figure out how we can be most useful. We also have in the Brownfields 
Office some programming and training we offer to help people with creating jobs. We will share 
these resources with you through DEP.  
 
With respect to dredging the river, we would be happy to do outreach to the Army Corps of 
Engineers. Advancing environmental justice is a shared commitment across all of government. 

 
In terms of transformation of spaces, EPA has been part of some really great projects with DEP. 
One is the Cramer Hill Waterfront Park in Camden which was a landfill that was transformed into 
a park. There was a ribbon cutting today at a site which was formerly an illegal dumping site where 
remediation was carried out and the park was expanded by three and a half acres. Efforts like that 
take time, coordination and dedication. I share it with you to have a sense of the potential and 
promise of the things we can do when we work together. 
 

8. Nancy Ridgeway from Upper Deerfield and Fairfield Townships. I have a problem and I need a 
name and a telephone number for a responsible person who can move my problem to the next 
phase. I do not want to get into the problem right now. As a citizen and a taxpayer, I know that 
the DEP has a lot of regulations that everyone must follow. I strongly believe that citizens have a 
right to live on their property undisturbed.  

 
OEJ Director Perry: We will have our team follow up with you one on one. 
 

9. It is wonderful to see that the DEP is concerned about this region. I am Flavia Alaya. You may know 
my name already as a member of the Historic Sites Council which is part of the DEP. There are 
two members of the Historic Sites Council who live in Cumberland County. I live in Bridgeton, and 
we are deeply concerned about the transition from industrial city to a city that now has to 
acknowledge its role and potential future in a sustainable environment. I also want to identify 
myself locally as a founding member of the Center for Historic American Building Arts (CHABA) 
which is a historic preservation organization. I started my careers as a preservationist in Paterson, 
NJ, another historic industrial city with equivalent problems of transitioning from industrialization 
to a more sustainable quality of life. I brought some of that experience with me when I moved to 
Bridgeton 16 years ago. We founded this center because Bridgeton contains the largest historic 
district in the state. It includes a lot of potential very viable houses that perhaps do not have the 
historic architectural distinction and perhaps cannot compete with some of the architectural 
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features of some structures across the state but these are working class neighborhoods with 
strings of homes that were owned and shared by poor families. They have wonderful front 
porches and are doubles. At CHABA we realize they can be a resource for a futuristic city where 
people are looking for a small footprint and a quality of life that can be incomparable as has been 
seen by the movement of people into this area. Bridgeton is enjoying some of that movement. 
However, people are buying homes that are quite extraordinary and in the wealthier part of the 
district, not the working-class community. There should be a strategy for encouraging people to 
see these former working-class homes as sustainable living communities for what we consider 
millennials now or even people born in the 21st century. That is one area of concern for me as a 
preservationist in Bridgeton. 
 
Another is our industrial heritage. CHABA has been working with the city to recreate the narrative 
of industry and connect it with post industry with the former Cumberland Nail and Ironworks. The 
one feature of that large footprint is the nail house, a very small building. It conveys the message 
that we need to convey of an industrial society to a more sustainable model of economic 
development. We recently potentially lost the most high-profile example of architecture on the 
Ferracute site. I know the state and city were working together to deal with the brownfield aspect 
of that site. In the long process of waiting, we lost the most architecturally sound feature of that. 
We have not lost the history. Your introduction emphasizing the importance of history for these 
communities made me feel we might find a way to recover the Ferracute site, recover its history 
and make it a useful site again. If you could possibly indicate that there is a gesture of saving this 
site and recovering this brownfield and making it a new venture in 21st century sustainable 
industry.  
 
Deputy Commissioner Moriarty: Thank you for the work you do to keep New Jersey’s history alive. 
One of the things that stood out for me on our tour is the real potential of a lot of the historic 
buildings you have around town. How we can work to preserve and rehab those structures. At the 
DEP, our slice of this is thinner. We had a conversation with our EPA colleagues about how we can 
have success in this space. We have preserved something through our Green Acres program that 
has historic value. We have evolved our thinking to allow flexibility in how to use those buildings 
because they cannot all be used for park offices or some thing similar. That intrinsic historic value 
may be worth additional flexibility. It might be worth something where a futuristic green industry 
can occupy that space that has been preserved through funding where they are able to generate 
the money to keep it up and manage it to historic standards. That is a model we believe in. We 
will go back to look at how we can leverage our available funding and connect with funding from 
other agencies to generate jobs and ratables while keeping them what they are which is 
absolutely precious resources. 

 
10. My name is Lucia Osborne. I am with the American Littoral Society (ALS). I do not live in 

Cumberland County but spend a lot of time here. It is a very special place not only because of the 
unique ecosystems, endangered birds, and the world’s largest population of horseshoe crabs. The 
people here are awesome. This community is very motivated and cares about making their place 
better. For environmental justice there are two things I want to highlight.  
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The first is a safe, swimmable, fishable, accessible, equitable Cohansey River. There are known 
Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for mercury, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and 
phosphorus. There is a watershed management plan for the Cohansey River but it is only for the 
upper portion of the river and stops just when you get to Bridgeton. There are also some USGS 
gauges that monitor water quality in the Cohansey. Again, those are all upstream from Bridgeton. 
It is almost as if historically, when you get to the place with more people of color and poverty and 
those plans and resources do not reach here. I would like to see a comprehensive plan to improve 
water quality in the Cohansey and people have access to fish, swim and fully enjoy this river.  
 
The other thing I want to talk about, further downstream at the bayshore, is erosion and risk of 
coastal flooding. Bivalve and Port Norris are two overburdened communities right on the bay. 
They actually house almost all of the state’s oyster industry. Every marina they have is in imminent 
danger of being lost to erosion and coastal flooding. At the Littoral Society, we do work on 
increased climate resiliency and habitat restoration, but we are not done with that work and we 
need funding to complete our restoration work. It is really important because it is protecting 
people’s lives and livelihoods. We have seen in NJ where entire communities have been 
abandoned. In Thompson’s you can see old structures of houses where people had to leave 
because they could not live there anymore because of sea level rise, erosion, and flooding. We 
need resources to protect people from that and the ecology and the businesses there.  
 
Deputy Commissioner Moriarty: Thank you for everything you do. Talk to us about this.  

  
OEJ Director Perry: Thank you for that. 

  
11. Tyrese Gould: I would like everyone if they can to follow the DEP on all the social media channels 

to see what they are doing. There are a lot of good things going on in all the communities and 
they are really invested in our communities. There are YouTube videos and there are job postings.  
 
Deputy Commissioner Moriarty: Thank you and we really appreciate that. That feedback is 
important for us to understand that people are seeing this and that it is making a difference.  
 
The one thing I want to leave you with, even though we do not have unlimited funding, we are 
committed to prioritizing that funding to communities like yours. Where there is a will, community 
engagement and leadership, we’re going to find a way to help. We are going to continue this 
relationship. 
 

OEJ Director Perry: The Office of Environmental Justice exists to facilitate conversations about 
whatever your concerns, questions, and recommendations are with the appropriate 
office/division/bureau within DEP, state government, or federal government. We can find the 
right person for you. If you think of something later, please reach out through  
https://dep.nj.gov/ej/. That is the best way to get in touch with my staff and office and we can 
further the conversation from there. Also, the DEP is hiring for about 50-60 positions. 
 

https://dep.nj.gov/ej/
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12. Chief Mark Gould: I do not know what the City of Bridgeton has done already. Growing up, we 
had can houses, glass houses and all kinds of industry that kept us surviving. They left us with a 
big hole and with all those buildings. I see they store stuff there. I worked in construction. I 
know that if you leave some property, the runoff is going into the river and into people’s food. 
What are we going to do about those abandoned can houses and glass house. Is there a 
program that forces those owners to clean up those properties? 
 
Deputy Commissioner Moriarty: We can look into those specific properties. Over the last couple 

of years, on an almost quarterly basis, we have been investigating and filing complaints against 

those types of businesses that have left communities and not cleaned up their messes. We want 

to hold the responsible parties accountable. We can begin looking at those properties to 

determine if there are outstanding environmental violations and if so, we will follow up. 

 

13. I happen to be a birder and shore birding is incredible, particularly at the bottom of the Maurice 
River. What exactly is the state doing because the population of the horseshoe crabs is going 
down. I think it was down to around 35% of the normal number for red knots this year. I saw less 
birds over the last three years. Even the number of species are changing – the Golden Plovers and 
Skimmers stay less. Every bird is moving. So much of what happens at the Bayshore affects the 
horseshoe crabs which affects the birds. What are we doing about the horseshoe crabs? That 
seems to be the linchpin in the ecosystem. 
 
Deputy Commissioner Moriarty: Unfortunately, the specifics of the horseshoe crab population are 
beyond my knowledge. I will get you an answer and get you in touch with someone who knows 
about this. Perhaps our friend from the ALS knows and can help. 
 
Lucia Osborne (ALS): Does the DEP or the EPA weigh in at all with the Atlantic States Marine 
Fisheries Commission (ASMFC)? The reason that I am asking is that all the birds rely on horseshoe 
crab eggs. At the ALS, we worked to get a moratorium on harvesting horseshoe crabs back in 
2008. We have an agreement with the ASMSC where they are not allowed to take any female 
horseshoe crabs because they lay eggs. Horseshoe crabs are used as bait and in the biomedical 
industry. Intravenous drugs, organ transplants and hip replacements are all tested with horseshoe 
crab blood to make sure it is safe to go into your body. Right now, the ASMFC is proposing to raise 
the limit on horseshoe crab harvesting and to lift the ban on harvesting of female crabs. That is a 
big problem and we do not think they should be allowed to do that because the numbers have 
not recovered. In 2021, the red knots were at a historic low and right now their populations are 
down about 75% from what they were in the 1980s-2000. Do you weigh in on that? 
 
Deputy Commissioner Moriarty: We are on that council and I will ask those questions. 

 

 
Closing remarks from the panel. 
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NJDEP Follow-Up Action Items: 

• The DEP’s Office of Environmental Justice will share warehouse guidance from the New Jersey 
Office of Planning Advocacy with event participants. 

• The DEP will explore options to help local tribal communities access the Cohansey River in a 
manner consistent with their historical use of the river. 

• The DEP can assist the community in exploring funding sources for a remedial assessment for a 
former landfill site that the community would like to use as a park. 

• The DEP will connect NAAC with DEP’s environmental education program. If the community is 
interested, DEP can facilitate connections with agencies such as the EDA and DOE with more direct 
oversight over economic development and education. 

• The DEP can facilitate connections with NJDOT and EPA can facilitate outreach to the Army Corps 
of Engineers regarding questions about dredging in the Cohansey River. 

• The DEP and EPA can work with interested community partners to explore funding sources and 
options for remediation, restoration and appropriate uses of brownfields and historical properties 
in the area. 

• The Office of Environmental Justice will assist Nancy Ridgeway in finding the appropriate DEP staff 
to address her private concern. 

• The DEP will look into potential outstanding environmental violations for sites discussed by 
community members at the session. 

• The DEP will facilitate conversations with the American Littoral Society (ALS) about extension of 
watershed plan for Cohansey River. 

• The DEP will provide answers to ALS questions about horseshoe crab harvesting.  

https://nj.gov/state/planning/assets/pdf/warehouse-guidance.pdf
https://nj.gov/state/planning/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/state/planning/index.shtml

